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Dear Bridge Player

First and foremost, even though we are a little way into 2010 (I
can't believe we are into a new decade already !), please accept
my best wishes for a very Happy New Year - I hope it is a really
good year for you ... and not just for your bridge!

Thank you for participating in this BGB Simultaneous Pairs
event. Sally Brock had the fun of doing the commentary on this
occasion, and I do hope you have had fun reading it! And playing
the hands of course! And by now you will know if she got it right
- or whether you did better.

Keep an eye on the website, won't you, so you can watch the
scores change as new results come in, and see your own position
overall and how you are doing.

Just log onto http:/www.ecatsbridge.com and click on the
“Sims” button on the side then follow the links.

Once again, thank you for taking part in this event ... I hope you
enjoyed yourself, win or lose, and that you will play in some more
Simultaneous Pairs events in the future.

With best wishes,

Anna

Anna Gudge, BGB Simultaneous Pairs Organiser
The Old Railway Station

Long Melford

Sudbury, Suffolk C010 9HN

Tel: 01 787 881920

email: anna@ecats.co.uk

Web Site: http://www.ecatsbridge.com



Board 1. Love All. Dealer North.

AMAK8432
CAT3
O A8
%76

AQJ975
Q V9854
043
®94

V1062
0 KJ952
®]832

The ‘normal’ auction of 18 — INT — 24 from
N/S will not lead to a plus score for them.
It works better this time if N passes INT (S
will usually make 8 tricks), but that is not a
normal action. Although W has the values
to double INT, such a double is generally
played as a take-out of spades so is not wise
holding only a doubleton heart. I would
expect any plus score N/S to score well.

Board 2. N/S Vul. Dealer East.

A42

“Q

09743

®KI107632
AKI1093 AQJ85
V AKJ 104 V832
o8 O AJ2
*A98 % QJ5

AATG

V9765

0 KQ1065

&4

E/W are likely to bid to 4# here. W will
open 19 in third seat. If N passes E will
respond 14 and become declarer in 44,
while if N overcalls 3¢, E will double and
W will be declarer. In either case, declarer
can make 11 tricks on any lead. A heart lead
is the most challenging. Declarer must win
and play the O A and ruff a diamond before
playing a trump. S can give N his ruff, but
later declarer can ruff another diamond and
discard dummy’s clubs on his long hearts.

Board 3. E/W Vul. Dealer South.

AAIG

V9

0 AK65

®QJ832
AJ85 A1042
Y A10865 V KJ42
0 J108 07432
* 65 & AK

AKQT73

vV Q73

0 Q9

® 10974

I would expect most Ns to open ¢ in third
seat and when S responds 14 to raise him
to 24. EW look to be too vulnerable to enter
the auction. Because of the kind breaks in
both black suits, spades plays very well and
S should make 10 tricks. He must knock out
the #A-K before drawing trumps.

Board 4. Game All. Dealer West.

AJT2

VA92

0 K1085

*]76
AKIOG AAQ853
Vv QJ5 V1043
093 0 Q764
®KQ1052 &9

A94

VK876

O AJ2

% A843

It’s not quite clear who’s going to open the
bidding on this one — indeed, it might be
passed out at some tables. I wouldn’t open
the W or N hands but might try 14 as E.
S might double and W redouble. E would
quickly bid 2¢ and W’s 24 might close the
auction. A trump lead and careful defence
thereafter can beat this contract. If E passes,
then S may open INT which will probably
make after E’s likely club lead.



Board 5. N/S Vul. Dealer North.

A6

Y AK1096

O K5432

*J6
AT754 A AK1083
v Q532 V74
O A109 087
* 987 ® K53

AQJ92

VR

o QJeé

®AQ1042

Although N/S don’t really have the values
for game they may well stumble into 3NT
which is cold as the cards lie. Suppose N
opens 1V and E overcalls 1. S will bid 2ée,
N 29, and then S will surely bid 3NT. Even
if he bids just ZNT, when N removes to 3¢
S will probably try 3NT. With the spade
suit behaving as expected, and both minor
suits breaking, the defenders can take only
3 tricks on any lead.

Board 6. E/W Vul. Dealer East.

A K6

V AK652

O A4

%7543
AQ10532 A984
V74 V Q109
0J83 0 Q10765
*]82 * 96

AAJT

V83

0 K92

% AKQ 10

Slams are good for N/S in clubs, hearts and
no-trumps. Clubs is best as it will make on
4-1 heart breaks if clubs are 3-2, but this
is matchpoints and who wants to play in a
minor? 6NT is the most practical shot and
the one that scores best here. I like to use
5NT as ‘pick a slam’ in many sequences
and it would work well here. My suggested
sequence is: 1o — 1V — 2NT — 3¢ — 30 —
5NT — 6NT, N’s bidding suggesting plenty
of values with 2-5-2-4 distribution and
honours in the doubletons.
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Board 7. Game All. Dealer South.

AATG4
Y KQJ102
062
®Q7

AO32
V54
0J5
% 1086532
A K108
0 8
O A1098743
& K4
Disciplined bidding by N/S after S opens
the bidding should lead to a plus scor. Af-
ter 10 — 19, E is likely to chip in with INT
on his balanced 17-count. S will rebid his
diamonds, suggesting a weak distributional
opening. N should content himself with
2NT, and respect §’s return to 3¢. Having
said that, E has a difficult lead to find against
3NT and is unlikely to choose choose the
club necessary to defeat it.

Board 8. Love All. Dealer West.

AT4
VKQI1093
0 AKQ64
& 2

A A
0 865
2 ¢ 1083
®KJj10943

A Q1083

VT4

0J5

®AQ87
A textbook weak 24 opening for W and
what should N do? Nowadays, there is
a conventional tool for N called Leaping
Michaels. After an opening weak two-bid,
a jump to 4 of a minor, shows 5-5 with
that minor and the other major. Perfect
here. N bids 4¢ and S bids 49. There are
just 3 tricks for E/W to take, but they had
better take them quickly or an enterprising
declarer might take the club finesse and
make an overtrick.



Board 9. E/W Vul. Dealer North.
AKQ
VJ7532
¢J9
% 10984

A4

v Q10986

o Q52

* 732
AAIOT2
© AK
¢ AK10863
* 6
Arare hand where it is right to play in 5 of a
minor at Pairs, though 6 ¢ can make because
of the favourable positions in spades and
diamonds. An uncontested auction to the
best spot mightbe: 10 — 1V — 18 —-20 — 3¢
— 34 — 49 —59. It usually works better for S
to rebid a simple 14 rather than cramp the
auction with 24, even with such a strong
hand. When N gives diamond preference,
3¢ shows a very strong hand and N’s spade
holding is valuable. At some tables W will
overcall to show the black suits and now the
outcome is less predictable.

Board 10. Game All. Dealer East.

A954

V97

0 AJ942

* 842
AI10732 AKJ86
V8542 Y AKQ 10
OKQ6 01083
& 53 ®97

AAQ

V63

075

& AKQJ 106

If E opens a weak NT South will double. If
W passes, the defenders should take 800
for an excellent score. However, most weak
no-trumpers play an escape mechanism
and W should be able to show both majors.
Although +200 or +500 is not as much as
N/S can score for their vulnerable 3NT,
they are light on values and game may not
be bid very often.

Board 11. Love All. Dealer South.

A3
VAQ3
¢ QJ85
*KQ93
AK AQ854
K 095
K O A107642
A L
A 109762
© 1082
¢ 93
% 1072
E/W have the values for 3NT and may end
up there via 1V — 14 — 2¢— 29— 30 — 3NT.
3NT plays poorly, however, and is unlikely
to make. If N overcalls INT with his poor
15-count, E/W will do better to take a pen-~
alty ... if they can. N might even scramble
home in INT, but S is likely to remove to 24
which plays terribly.
Board 12. N/S Vul. Dealer West.
A 103
©A109872
O KQJ3
*3

AJ
©Jj43
¢ A92 ¢ 865
% AJ10852 * Q6
MAKG2
vV Q6
¢ 1074
K974
49 is a fair game for N/S but it can go off
if E/W find their spade ruff. W is worth a
1ee opener with his good 6-~card suit and
most Ns will overcall 19. 14 from E and
INT from S. W will rebid his clubs and S
his hearts. Now it is a question of whether S
is worth a forward-going move. If N/S play
weak jump overcalls, then N’s bidding has
shown a hand too good for that action and
S, with what looks like 3 key cards, might
try 24, persuading an aggressive N to bid
the game. But perhaps it’s all too much for
the Pairs game.

AQ98754
VK5



Board 13. Game All. Dealer North.

A2

Y AK53

O AJ86

% AK63
A 10 AAJBT65
VJ10764 V Q9
0 K94 0 Q2
*]942 ® Q75

AKQ943

V82

010753

% 108

The bridge computer will tell you that N
can make 59, although this looks unlikely
on a trump lead. The key is for N to play
a spade early on. If E ducks declarer can
succeed on a cross-ruff; if E wins declarer
has 10 top tricks and the 11th will come
from squeezing W in hearts and clubs. A
more likely good score N/S will come from
defending 14 doubled, where a normal
defence gets 800.

Board 14. Love All. Dealer East.

AKQ952
V72

o7
& AJ1094
AJI108
1063 VAJ
2 0 AKQ1093
65 ® K2
AAT43
V 9854
0J65
*Q3

I bet there will be a few practical souls
sitting E who open 2NT, and come to rest
in 3NT after W shows hearts. Then it is a
question of §’s opening lead, and in my view
a spade looks unlikely, so E may well make
10 or 11 tricks. If E starts with 10 N will
surely get a chance to enter the auction and
it is a different story. Now the challenge is
for E/W to find a red-suit game, preferably
49 at matchpoints.

£ JIRIRE 2
R AD
N A0
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Board 15. N/S Vul. Dealer South.

AK97653
V73
0986
® A3
AA4 AJ1082
Y K108654 VQ9
0 J10 O A542
® 1097 *KQ8
AQ
VAJ2
O KQ73
% J6542

Most Ss will open I¢s and W may make
a weak jump overcall in hearts, giving N
something of a problem. He is not really
strong enough for 2M; maybe his system
allows him to make a Sputnik double and
then rebid spades to show this hand, or
maybe not. Note that the 2V overcall has
caused a problem that 19 would not. Here
29 makes only 8 tricks on a club trick (9
otherwise) while a spade contract N/S can
be held to 7 tricks.

Board 16. E/W Vul. Dealer West.

AQ87

©K9654

0 Q7

%942
0 AJ9653
Q873 v 10
K9653 ¢ J108
0 % AK85

A AKA42

VJ2

o 42

*QJ763
These 5-6 major/minor hands with not re-
ally enough strength for a reverse bid are
really difficult in most systems. My choice is
always to open the longer suit and hope for
the best. Here, although W has only 13 HCP,
with all the values in the two suits I would
upgrade it and make a reverse anyway. This
would lead to either 3NT or 5¢ by E/W both
of which make if declarer plays for the drop
in diamonds — indeed either contract might
make an overtrick on a club lead.

POl
el



Board 17. Love All. Dealer North.

AKJj98765

VY A102

o6

* 72
AA42 A 10
V9643 VY QJ875
0 Q9732 O K54
&5 ®KQI104

AQ3

¥ K

O AJ108

*AJ9863

How many spades should N open? Some
would prefer 14, some 34 and some 44. For
me, it’s too strong for 3, non-vulnerable,
and I have a tendency to prefer the pres-
sure bid. Here a 44 opening would surely
end the auction and save everybody’s timel
However, even a 14 opening is unlikely to
get S too excited.

Board 18. N/S Vul. Dealer East.

AQ9

V973

0 105

* Q87654
AJI103 A AKG5
VK5 VAQ2
O AKJ842 0 Q76
*KJ % 1032

A3T742

VJ10864

093

* A9

Here slam is available for E/W in diamonds
or no-trumps. 6¢ is a better contract. On
a neutral trump lead, declarer can draw
trumps in two rounds, cash the #A-K to
see if the queen drops, if it doesn’t discard
a spade on a heart and ruff a spade, then
only if spades are not 3-3 does he need to
guess the club position. However, after the
sequence: 14 — 20 — 2NT — 6NT, S may
lead the #sA and solve declarers problems
at trick 1.

Board 19. E/W Vul. Dealer South.

A 10872

v QJ5

0 AQ10873

&
AA53 AKJ96
¥ 1092 V7
094 O K65
®*QJ1093 ®K7654

AQ4

V AK8643

02

® A82

This looks like a flat 49 for N/S, but at
matchpoints the best line for declarer is un-
clear. On a likely club lead, all the tricks are
there for the taking if the diamond finesse is
right. Perhaps he will win the A and run
the ¢J. Suppose an astute East ducks this.
Should declarer now draw trumps and take
another diamond finesse he will be very em-
barrassed. Better is to take a second diamond
finesse immediately. If it holds, declarer can
then draw trumps safely, but if E wins (as
he will here) there is no winning defence.

Board 20. Game All. Dealer West.
AKJI1I087643

V8

063

L
AAQS A2
V52 V AK6
0 A1054 0 KQJ9T
% AK42 Q753

A9

V Q109743

0 82

% 10986

The top spot is 7¢ E/W. How about: 1¢ —
(3M) — 44 — 4NT — 54 (2 ‘aces’ plus trump
queen) — 5NT — 60 — 7907 A bit pushy, I
agree. Does the 4-1 club break scupper the
contract? No. Declarer must ruff two spades
in dummy and then play off his winners. S
will be squeezed in hearts and clubs.



Board 21. N/S Vul. Dealer North.

AMAG43
0752
¢ 10542
% Ko

A 108
VAJI084

AKJO
VK9
0 86 o
* AJ10753 % Q9842
AQT752
V Q63
0 AKQ973
o’

Good fits for both sides but no-one is likely
to on normal defence. The best E/W can do
is 10 tricks in clubs while N/S can make
9 tricks in spades. Here is a good start to
the auction: P— (P) — 10 — (2é) — 20 — 390
(showing a club fit as well as a decent heart
suit) ... but now what? Will S bid 4¢ (and
lose 200 even if not doubled) or 347 If he
does, will W bid more? Only a look at the
travelling scoresheet will tell.

Board 22. E/W Vul. Dealer East.

Board 23. Game All. Dealer South.

AJ83
V AK4
0J76
% QJI105
AK7 AAQI065
V107 V9652
0 Q9843 052
® AK64 * 72
A942
Vv QJ83
0 AK 10
%983

It is my belief that a number of 5-4-2-2
hands are best opened 1NT, which is what
I would do with that W hand. That would
undoubtedly lead to a contract of 24 played
by W. A trump lead or trump switch at trick
2 should beat that contract, but there is
scope for the defenders to go wrong. A 1¢
opening is more likely to lead to a contract
of 20 (10 — 14 — 2¢ — 20) which cannot
be beaten.

Board 24. Love All. Dealer West.
AJT2
QK1065
o J4
f K752

54

1097

M AIO86
V43
¢ A83

A K386

VJ9

0972

®AJ753
AQJ53 AAT09T4
VK532 V1064
0J64 0 AQ3
& K 10 ® 92

A2

VAQ87

0 K1085

* Q864

No-one has a clear opening bid and this
will probably be thrown in at many tables.
South’s hand looks the most attractive and
at the favourable vulnerability some may
open. This may well lead to a contract of
3% N/S. Should E/W find a way into the
auction, they can make 8 tricks in spades.

8

POS3P>
>0 > =

% 10843
AO3
©987
O K652
*QJ9%6

E/W might well investigate a slam here
but really ought to stop at a safe level. If W
opens a red suit, E will respond 14 and W
will surely bid 4¢b (though it is never ideal to
make a splinter bid with a singleton ace). No
doubt E will cooperate with 4 ¢ but neither
E nor W should venture beyond game. W
has really said it all with his initial splinter,
and although E has two aces, he has only 4
spades and nothing else to say.



Board 25. E/W Vul. Dealer North.

AQ

V9732

010973

& 10963
AJ36 AKI10543
VK6 V10
0864 0 AQ52
*QJ42 & AK

AAIT2

VAQ854

oK

& 875

If E opens 14, W should raise to 24 even
playing 4-card majors (if E has only 4 spades
he will not have 4 hearts, so most of the time
the 4-3 fit will play better). A 3¢ trial bid
looks right for E now and the W hand is just
about worth an acceptance. Most Ss will lead
a club leaving E short of options. The only
thing to do is play a heart, but when declarer
eventually reaches dummy and plays a spade,
N’s play of the queen is very revealing and
enables declarer to pick up trumps for only
one loser. No doubt declarer will also lose to
the OK and make only 10 tricks.

Board 26. Game All. Dealer East.

AQJ9IT4
VK5
0 AK104
® 104
A K865 A 10
Vv Q10 V8732
065 0J9832
*QJ832 ®AT6
AA32
VAJ964
0 Q7
® K95

S might open 1V or INT — a close decision
but here it doesn’t really matter as N/S are
likely to reach 44 whichever he chooses. If
Sis declarer (after opening INT), W is likely
to lead a club, thus immediately holding
declarer to 11 tricks. If N is declarer there
is more scope for the defence to go wrong
and if they don’t take their two black-suit
tricks quickly, the miraculous heart position
could lead to a 12th trick.

Board 27. Love All. Dealer South.

AK953
V AKJ76
092
® K5
AA4 AQ32
V432 vV Q98
0J83 0 A1054
* Q7632 * 1094
AJI0T76
V105
OKQT76
®AJ8

If N opens 19 and S responds 1M, in my
view N is just worth a jump raise to 34 (a
raise to 24 is so likely to contain only 3-card
support). However, even if he just bids 2,
S is likely to make a try of 2NT and now the
game will be reached. Declarer will just lose
two trumps and a diamond.

Board 28. N/S Vul. Dealer West.

a3

VAKQ973

0J72

® Q104
AAI053 AQ4
V842 VJ5
0 Q654 0 K1093
®73 *A9852

AKJ9762

V106

O A8

®KJ6

19— 14 - 29 is the obvious start to the auc-
tion but S has a tricky bid next. The choices
are 24 (which should be constructive when
partner has rebid his suit, but not really
this strong), 34 (the suit isn’t really good
enough) or 3¢ which would be my choice.
N’s hearts are good enough to bid yet again
so the best game will be reached, declarer
just losing a spade, a diamond and a club.
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Board 29. Game All. Dealer North.
AGS53
© 1093
O AKJ972
% Q

A AK987
V2
01064
®A9T2

A1042

VKQ75

085

®KJ105

No-one can make very much on this deal.
guess most Es would open 14 and most Ws
respond 29. Should N bid 3¢ now, or on
the next round? Whichever he does, he will
regret it as neither E nor W have any reason
to bid over that. On the singleton heart lead,
N should lose 7 tricks and go 3 down for a
Very poor score.

Board 30. Love All. Dealer East.

AG432

V82

O K64

® K762
AJI075 A AK9
VAJIT VK54
0 AQ2 o9
* 94 % AQJ1085

AQ3

v Q1063

©J108753

&3

I’'m sure the normal contract around the
room will be 3NT by W (1¢f — 10 — 3eb —
3NT looks fairly normal). If declarer gets
everything right he can make all 13 tricks
but it is not even clear what he should do
at trick 1 on a spade lead. What he needs to
do is rise with a top honour from dummy
and follow with the other top spade honour,
then the VK and a heart to the 9, a club to
the 10, and a heart to the jack. Now play off
the spades and squeeze N in the minors! But
that’s looking at all 4 hands!
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Board 31. N/S Vul. Dealer South.

A K64
VAI0852
0 Q98
Q3
A95
V3

AJ1083
YV Q964
O J75 ¢ A1062
% AJ96542 % K
AAQT2
VKJ7
O K43
% 1087
No doubt at Pairs, N/S would prefer to stay
out of game, but if W makes some sort of
weak jump overcall in clubs that is likely
to push them up a bit too high. It looks as if
declarer might go two down in 49 (though
3NT is cold on any lead), but E is likely to
get endplayed into broaching the diamond
suit for declarer.

Board 32. E/W Vul. Dealer West.

A AK43

VKQ7

O KJ2

% 1054
A 1092 AT
V32 VAJ984
0 AQ4 0863
*QJ763 % AK9

A Q865

V1065

0 10975

* 82

If N opens 14 it would be a mistake for S to
raise to 24 with just 2 HCP. Better to pass
for the time being. W will probably protect
with 2¢s, N will pass, and E bid 29. Now it
would be reasonable for S to show his sup-
port. However, E is going to show his club
support next and 3¢ will surely become the
final contract. With the heart suit behaving
kindly, declarer should be able to come to
at least 9 tricks.



CThe wueBsices ..

There are a lot of official and unofficial websites connected with
bridge. Here are some of the official ones that you may find inter-

esting and useful

www.ecatsbridge.com

www,bridgegreatbritain.org
www.ebu.co.uk
www.scottishbridge.co.uk
www.wbu.org.uk/
www.cbai.ie/
www.nibu.co.uk/
www.acbl.org
www.worldbridge.org
www.eurobridge.org
www.wbfteaching.org

Simultaneous Pairs Results

The official BGB site

English Bridge Union

Scottish Bridge Union

Welsh Bridge Union

Contract Bridge Assoc of Ireland
Northern Ireland Bridge Union
American Contract Bridge League
World Bridge Federation
European Bridge League

WBF Teaching

If you are looking for the official site for a particular country, please
go to the Address section on www.ecatsbridge.com, where there is
a list of all official member countries of the World Bridge Federation
with their websites listed and contact details.
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For information about Bridge Great Britain please
contact:

Mrs Sandra Claridge
31 Elmtrees
Long Crendon Aylesbury
Bucks HP18 9DG

Telephone: 01844 208629
email: claridge31@tiscali.co.uk




