+oNORTHERN IRELAND BRIDGE UNION v«

First Interclub — Heat 4

29" - 30" September 2025

Commentary by lan Hamilton



1 aB2 Dealer: North

v Q82 Neither Vulnerable
¢ 87543
& Q52

o AJ73 a Q4

v 7543 v KJ10

¢ KQ +J102

* J93 »A10874 * | 4|V | & NT
& K10985 N
v A96 S
¢ A96 c RERERE
& K6 AR -

If east opens 1# and south overcalls spades, west
could end up declaring NT, maybe held to seven tricks
on a spade lead.

At other tables south might open a weak NT and get
close on a spade lead - a heart or club beats it two
tricks. Where 14 is opened and passed round east is
likely to protect with a double, west maybe declaring
hearts, or NT.

E/W can get a decent score, best being 150 in no
trumps, but only if east declares, probably a rarity.

Will any steer this into the right hand?

Dealer: East
2 : %\71223 N-S Vulnerable
*K
& QJ5
a74 a 952
v §J943 v 81 82
¢ 8754 +QJ
* 94 #K1086 S I A Bl B
a AK10 N 5
v 863 S 1 5
¢ A106 £
& A732
W

Most will be in either 44 or 3NT by N/S.

Declarer has ten tricks by force in either spot when the
heart king and club finesses succeed. However, it
should be possible to ruff the fourth heart in south for an
excellent 650.

Will many manage this, beating the no trumpers?

Dealer: South
3 :QJQJQM E-W Vulnerable
*4
& A643
A K52 A
v K932 v Q108764
¢ K53 + AJ1086 Py
» K85 *J7 tlv (&N
A 10763 N >
v5 S 4 - - 5
& Q1092
W | - 3 4

North might double a west weak NT, alternatively try
and play in spades, which will likely eventuate anyway
since east will remove any double to hearts.

E/W can make game in 4v, but N/S top that by being
able to record eleven tricks in spades.

Will many get to the various games, and will N/S always
win out?

4 aJ2 Dealer: West
v K109 Both Vulnerable
4 953
% J9742
& Q9765 A AK103
v Q64 v 8752
¢ KJ82 * A7 & [o]v [a]nr
%38 % Q106 -
a 84 N
v AJ3 s |1
¢ 2}1(064 -  REEERE
*AKS3 w - 111 ]3

This looks a pretty flat board, E/W getting to a spade
part-score, and losing three hearts and a club, the vast
majority therefore making nine tricks.

Where west declares on a club lead south just might try
the ace after a club goes to the 10 and king. This sets
up the queen for a heart discard.

Just about the only way that 140 can be bettered?




Dealer: North
5 : %S N-S Vulnerable
¢ 97532
& 6542
A J62 o AK983
v J87‘| 0 v én 042
¢ AJ104 . Y
#QJ9 #K83 A A
a 1074 N
v Q653 S
+ KQ8 E 5
& A107
wl[3 [2]4 |5

East will usually find himself in 44, though west just
might insist on 3NT, looking at his diamond stop. Some
of the time 3NT will be best, but not today.

East must have been saying his prayers this morning, as
the spade queen drops doubleton, and the K9 doubleton
is onside in hearts. The result should be an overtrick,
and 450 on the card.

Defending 3NT the defence just might fail to lead
diamonds, plugging away with clubs, despite north being
entry-less. Lucky any who rack up 460 as E/W.

Dealer: East
6 : 8842 E-W Vulnerable
¢ A943
%763
» A104 A J8
v QJ5 v K10876
¢2 ¢ KJ1075 * | 6w [&]NT
& KQJ1094 &5
a K97652 N 2
v3 S |- S
+ Q86 E 113 |- |2
& A82
w | - 13 |- 12

A south multi or Weak Two in spades could mess E/W
about, getting them overboard. They won't where west
overcalls 3%, probably playing there. This might make if
heart ruffs are missed, though a spade ruff is available,
north's 6 better than east's 5, and so it should be at least
one light.

West might risk a 2NT overall instead, relying on

his good suit, and trusting in a diamond stop opposite.
E/W can go plus in the unlikely event that this is passed
out. Far more likely is that 4¥ eventuates after a transfer.
This spot has a loser in each suit.

Well done any with an E/W plus, 140 declaring hearts
best.

Dealer: South
'S
7 v &%%%53 Both Vulnerable
¢ AJ8
&5
A J42 a A7
v J2 v 1053
¢ KQ643 ¢ 97 * 0| NT
& 642 o KQO & KJ10973 N T 315 513
v AQ94 s |1 [3]5 [5]s5
+ 1052 E _
& AQ8 W

Another hand where the cards lie nicely for declarer. N/S
may get to either major suit game. An Acol 1¥ by south
practically guarantees 4¥ being reached. A strong NT by
south might see a part-score. Those using Stayman
surely arrive at the winning spot. Conservatives who
transfer to spades may not.

With the spade ace doubleton onside, hearts breaking,
and both diamonds onside eleven tricks can result.

There is scope for error. Declarer could mis-play the
spade suit, starting with the king, or possibly finesse the
diamond 8 (finessing clubs is as good a shot). In any
case west almost certainly splits his honours in
diamonds.

Dealer: West
8 : ﬁ%?S Neither Vulnerable
¢ K63
% QJ53
A QJ64 A K10
v J753 v A10642
* 72 ¢ AJ104 * | o |v | & |NT
& A108 & 92 N1
a 852
v 98 s |1
¢ Q985 E | - 13 |11
& K764 W SERERE

A north strong NT makes it easy for E/W to get to their
heart part-score, whether east's 2¥ shows hearts and a
minor or just hearts. Over a north Acol 14 2¥ may still
be overcalled, love all being the time to bid, though
some east's may double instead. Luckily west bids
hearts.

Again, the cards lie well, declarer able to have 140 on
the card, losing just a trick in each suit.

Could be a fairly flat board.




Dealer: North
9 : 55553 E-W Vulnerable
¢85
& KQJ5
o A109 » QJ86
v A7 v K843
¢ K6 +AJ3 & [o]v [a]nNT
% A86432 & 97
A 42 N
v J1062 S
¢ Q109742 E[3 [1]2 [4]2
& 10
wl3 [1]2 [4]2

Either north or east might open or pass, but with 26 HCP
E/W are still likely to declare 3NT. Declarer can easily
make three spades and has five other top winners.
Where east declares south needs to avoid a diamond
lead, which cedes the 9th trick to the knave.

Where west is in charge the bidding may steer north
from the top club lead, though may not if the suit could
be short. With the suit led by north, crashing south's 10,
the clubs can be set up.

The winning spot is 44 on the Moysian fit, Here, declarer
can succeed on a cross-ruff, ruffing a heart and diamond
in west.

Will anyone be there?

Dealer: East
1 0 : SS‘GJ Both Vulnerable
¢ KJ1075
& 76
o A54 » 10932
v A10742 v8
¢ A964 ¢ 83 & (o |v |&]|nNT
& J % K109843 3
A 876 N
v KJ53 S 213
+ Q2 E |1
% AQ52
w1

West is best passing a south weak 1NT or 1% opener,
but some might bid hearts or double 1&. Either gets E/W
into penalty territory (though admittedly 1# redoubled
does go light, in the unlikely event of everyone passing
north's redouble).

Left alone, N/S surely find 3NT, which should record ten
tricks, the heart 9 likely scoring at trick 1.

Some might only make 600 on a passive lead, but |
reckon most will have 630 on the card.

Dealer: South
1 1 :'%(3%1 04 Neither Vulnerable
¢ K4
% Q86
A J762 A5
v7 v AKQ965
¢ AJ765 +83 * [o]v [&]nNT
*® J72 & K1043 " .
& 983
v J84 s |- N ]
+ Q1092 F T2 3213 |-
& A95 AR BB RE R

Where north opens a weak NT east may well get to 2v,
which makes in some comfort. A 14 opener is overcalled
2v, and south could support spades. East might push on
to 3v or defend.

3¥ makes double dummy, east pulling trumps and
ceding two clubs.

24 is interesting. East is stuck after cashing three hearts,
having to cede a ruff and discard (best), or play a minor
to disadvantage. The only defence is for south to
improbably declare and west to start with a club.

It looks like a part-score possible either way, though 3
looks the more likely make in real life.

Dealer: West
[
12 '5\1%? N-S Vulnerable
*K
% K9872
» K7 A 109
v 9754 v KQ32
¢ J9854 ¢ Q103 & (o |y | & |NT
& Ad & Q1065
a 86542 A I > |3
v A8 s |3 [1]- [5]3
¢ A762 E
*J3 Wi T T1

N/S might or might not get to 44, depending on whether
north makes a simple raise of partner's suit, taking a
conservative view of his bare diamond king, or makes a
stronger raise.

Today, the diamond king is working, finesses win, and
650 is possible, picking up trumps and setting up clubs.

Will many have 650 on the card?




Dealer: North
A
1 3 v Q%%g%?, Both Vulnerable

¢ KJ3
&K

o 764 » KJ82

v QJ62 v A4

4 Q65 498

# 542 108763 il I I Bl
a 1095 N |3 |6 3 |5
v7 S 3 5
¢ A10742 c
& AQJ9 -

Most routes will lead to 3NT by north, which may well be
blessed with a spade lead, otherwise a club.

Of course, Deep Finesse makes eleven tricks in all
eventualities, though few will do so in practice. The club
king is overtaken and diamonds run via a finesse,
squeezing east in three suits. He cedes a trick, and
another via an end-play whatever he does.

Will there be many 660s on the card? Will any manage
647 It can be made by north, but hard to see it bid.

Dealer: East
1 4 : ‘&11%%5 Neither Vulnerable
¢ 875
% Q107
& AKQ8 » 432
v AQ v J874
¢ A962 ¢ KQ103 ® o]y | & nNT
& 853 % K6
a 975 N
v 632 S
¢ J4 E |1 513 [4]3
& AJ942
wl1 [4]3 [4]2

Despite 28 HCP 3NT isn't there by west after a club
lead, though the defence could block the suit if the king
is played. East can make nine tricks when diamonds and
spades break evenly. Of course south might lead the
heart 2, feigning strength, and east go two light.

Acol gets 3NT played by east after he responds 1NT to
west's 14, whereas a 1¢ opener likely sees west
declaring after rebidding NT.

In practice, | suspect many will be successful from either
polarity after sub-optimal opening leads, maybe with
overtricks.

Dealer: South
'y
1 5 v QJQ1J0987 N-S Vulnerable

¢ J95
&4

s 104 A K962

v KQ64 v3

¢+ Q8 ¢ A732

» A10976 *KJ85 il I A B
a 8753 N 1
v 52 S 1
+ K1064 — TS
*Q32 W | 4 1 - 1 2

| can see some in 1NT, maybe higher, when west's 1& is
overcalled 1¥, and east makes a Sputnik double. Others
will prefer the nine card club fit.

Declaring clubs, declarer can make ten tricks if the club
queen is picked up, ruffing one heart loser and pitching
the other on the diamond queen, which can be
established.

The play in NT depends on north's lead. A diamond is
best, followed by a heart switch, holding declarer to
eight tricks. Where north leads a heart declarer can
escape with only four losers - two heart, a diamond and
a spade.

Dealer: West
[
1 6 v ‘|J<1J%25 E-W Vulnerable
¢ 10763
& 32
A A64 A Q975
v Q972 v6
¢ 852 ¢ AKJ9 & |4 |v | & |NT
& 965 & KJ107
o K83 N 13 1
v A1043 S|t (113 |- |1
¢ Q4 E |- - - -
% AQ84 W

Where east opens 1¢ south doubles and north almost
certainly declares a heart part-score. Where east selects
1#& south has a 1NT overcall, probably playing there,

1NT proves to be an inferior spot, held to seven tricks
when west has the spade ace to lead a third round of
diamonds through the 10.

Playing in hearts south can ruff the third diamond and
pick up trumps. The percentage play is ace followed by
the 10, in a position to pick up the guarded 9, as here.
140 is possible, even perhaps 170 if the defence broach
spades.




Dealer: North
'y
1 7 v %33?54 Neither Vulnerable
¢ A742
&4
o A32 » 10864
v 1032 v AQJ9
*5 ¢ K83
* A109873 * K6 2Oy | &N
a K75 N 2
v6 s 2
¢ QJ1096
& QJ52 £ 2 |22
W | 3 - 2 2 2

N/S may get to a diamond part-score should east open
a weak NT, passed to north, who could protect with 2v,
if played as hearts and a minor. However, west may
elect to transfer to clubs before north gets to bid.

Passed out in 1NT and getting a diamond lead, setting
up four defensive tricks, east can make eight tricks
without playing on clubs, simply finessing hearts. 3%
could do better on a diamond lead, though a spade lead
should get four defensive tricks.

N/S's diamond contract should be held to eight tricks.
However, it does need an early trump lead from west.

Various outcomes anticipated.

Dealer: East
18 355?7852 N-S Vulnerable
¢ J92
%93
» o A76
v AK10642 v Q93
¢ K10 ¢ 8743 & (o |v |&]|NT
& KQ764 % AJ8 N 3
a QJ1043
v5 S |- Sl ]2
¢ AQ65 E|l6 [1]6 |- |6
% 1052 s 115 1T Ts

West has a powerful two suiter. However, if east has
passed originally, it might be awkward for him to get his
decent values over. The partnership should at least get
to the cold heart game.

Slam is actually there with west declaring and the
diamond ace onside anyway. Will many bid it?

Dealer: South
'S
19 ,5(118‘?6 E-W Vulnerable
¢ K8
& AQ85
A J75 A 9432
v 8762 vA
¢ J64 ¢ A107532 & [ o |y | & |NT
& 743 A AQ & 102 N5 - 15 1313
v KQ953 S |5 |- |5 |3]3
+ Q9 E |- N
& KJ96
w

Like #18, there is a solid game on, 4¥ by N/S the best
scoring spot. This should be easy enough to bid, with
north having an opening himself hand opposite south's
more than solid opener.

There is a some danger of getting too high, but it should
be possible to establish the absence of two aces.

In practice, east needs to grab the diamond ace early
on, else south's two losing diamonds disappear on
north's spade winners, the knave conveniently dropping.

Dealer: West
[
20 v 1Q01%572 Both Vulnerable
¢ J9
% J532
A A976 A KQ42
v K ¥ 9843
¢ AQ6 ¢ 8743 * (o |y | & |NT
& KQ1098 & A "
aJ3
v AJ65 S
s ALNCIENLIE
wla [a]2 [5]3

West has another better than average opener, and east
more than enough to scrape up a response. The 4:4
spade fit should be established and game declared.

44 does need a bit of work to get all the available tricks,
especially if west is forced early on with hearts.
However, it should be possible to unblock clubs, ruff a
club in east and make the diamond finesse, racking up
eleven tricks.

In practice, | suspect not all will manage this.




Dealer: North
A
21 .ﬁfi’gg N-S Vulnerable
*J2
& A7
o Q963 A 1084
v 86 v Q95
¢ K8653 + 104 s (o v &[T
+J3 a2 * K9852 = —
v K743 s |4 [4]6 |55
¢ AQ97 - ——
& Q1064 =

North is maybe best to jump to 3¥ when south makes a
Two level response to 14. If a 2¥ rebid is played as
forcing to at least 24 (best) that leaves more room for
manoeuvre. N/S might bid the the very borderline heart
slam, or more likely stay in game.

Today, slam rolls in so long as the trumps are guessed
correctly. They may well not be as at least one south
trump is needed to ruff spades, plus the percentage play
in trumps is low to the king and finesse the 10, picking
up four to the queen in west.

Will many have twelve tricks in the bag? | doubt it.

Dealer: East
22 : g?B E-W Vulnerable
¢ AK653
& K107
a K72 Y!
v J954 v AKQ1063
4 9872 *Q4 s [o|v [&|NT
% 84 % AJO5 N1 13
a AQJ1098
v2 s 1 3
¢ J10 E 3 |- |2
% Q632 W —T T3

Lacking defensive values a "weak" 24 call is maybe best
by south over east's 1¥. This might silence west, though
playing 5 card majors he can safely advance to 3¥
holding four trumps.

This one is a tricky level call for both sides. N/S can
make 140 declaring spades, though it needs declarer to
play clubs for two tricks, leading to the king, then later
playing the 10, pinning the 8. Improbable, unless of
course west leads his doubleton.

Not many will manage that, so we could have many
losing 50 in 34. However, that is better for N/S than the
140 available to E/W playing in hearts.

Dealer: South
23 :8&%2655 Both Vulnerable
¢5
& A2
aAJ A 9842
v J72 v 63
¢ KJ872 ¢ A103 ® o |v | &]NT
& KJ8 & Q1065
A K3 N 3
v K104 S |- -4 |3
+ Q964 E |2 3 |- B
& 9743
wl|2 |3

North is likely to show the majors over west's 14 or
Weak NT, and N/S presumably end up in a heart
contract. With south holding nice fitting major suit cards
this could be game.

Declarer needs to bring in the spade side suit for one
loser. This involves ruffing the third round with the king
in south, without touching trumps, and later taking a
trump finesse against the knave.

Will many have ten tricks in the bag, whether or not in
game? Some surely will.

Dealer: West
[
24 v ﬁjZBZ Neither Vulnerable

¢ 54
% J32

A Q84 A A95

v 965 v AQ1087

;AK09632 ;:&1607 s Toly Taln
& 106 N |2
v 32 s |2
+8 E |- 717 |37
% KQ1098754 TR A EBERE

Some might chance a gambling 3NT with west's cards,
despite no knave of diamonds, others open 14 or a high
pre-empt in the suit. With east having a great hand,

rich in controls, some might end up in slam.

7NT is actually there, thanks to the nice heart position.

Will many manage to have a slam recorded, whether in
diamonds or NT? Diamonds is more comfortable, as the
roof would otherwise fall in were a heart finesse to lose
following a club opening lead.




Dealer: North
'y
25 A E-W Vulnerable
+ AQ
& 102
& KJ64 a Q52
v Q84 v9
¢ 7542 + KJ1086 & (o |v |[&|NT
% 98 r 073 & J763 N RERG
v 1063 S 5|15
493 E 1
& AKQ54
w | - 1

North has a 1% or Strong 2¥ opener. It is not remotely a
2% opener, having neither 5 Quick Tricks nor game
guaranteed. However, with south having decent values
and a heart fit of sorts game will certainly be reached,
and some might essay slam. Like #13 and #21 slam is
possible, but only double dummy.

Declarer needs to win the spade lead and pick up
trumps using a south club entry. Now trumps are run.
East is strip-squeezed to give up spades, and must
either give up clubs as well or be end-played to lead a
diamond.

A good one to have on the card.

Dealer: East
26 :'31;05 Both Vulnerable
¢ AK97
& AJ65
» Q9 » KJ32
v QJ104 v AK7652
4 10863 *Q2 & [o|v [ &]|NT
4 Q103 &K N3
a 8764
vo s [3 |1
¢ J54 E 3 |- |1
% 98742
w | - -3 |- 11

North may well double east's raise of west's 1¥ opener.
Undeterred, many will try 4¥ on east's cards. This
proves to be a losing move, in theory, as 4¥ has four top
losers.

However, south doesn't know this, and might try 44 or
5#. These prove a disaster for N/S, quite possibly
doubled, when a plus was available defending hearts.

Will many N/Ss get this one right?

27 AB2 Dealer: South
v A1094 Neither Vulnerable
¢ J5
& KQ984
A KJ853 A Q10974
v K7 v QJ6
¢ KQ1062 * 84 s Toly Talnt
® A A &752 1 S -
v 8532 s |3 3 1
¢ A973 £
& J1063
w | - 2

| can see many simply raising west's 14 to game, and
this should make, losing just three aces.

N/S have actually a profitable sacrifice in 5% or 5v, but
few will find it, though some brave souths just might try
4NT over 44, promising at least two places to play.

In reality, few will play this unexciting exhibit, likely pretty
flat in 420 E/W.

Dealer: West
28 :/gggss N-S Vulnerable
¢43
& J43
aJ A Q864
v Q92 v AJ764
¢+ Q10 ¢ KJ6 * [o]v [&]NT
& AKQ8765 &2 1
a K102 N
v K10 S |- 11- 11
¢ A98752 E - 3
+109 wla [-1a |- ]2

We have another possible 3NT opener here, again by
west, though this time east has a more modest
collection. 3NT could eventuate whatever west opens,
though 4¥ by east is a viable and perhaps better
alternative.

East can actually make 3NT, though west cannot on a
heart lead and perfect cashing out. By contrast, 4¥

should make, though is no picnic to play on a spade lead
and continuation, shortening dummy.

So we end with another hand with various outcomes
possible. It is hoped that the set was enjoyed.

Ave HCP

N 10.57

S 943

E 10.04

W 9.96

Balanced

N 16

S 14

E12

W13

Voids/singletons

N 0/8

S 0/11/

E1/12

W 2/8

7+ suit

NO

S1

EO

W 2




	Title page
	P1
	P2
	P3
	P4
	P5
	P6
	P7



