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The 2025 VW elsh Birioge Uinion

Mu€tuamn Simul€aneous Pairs

Thursday 25th September

Thank you for supporting the WBU Simultaneous Pairs 2025.
We are once more donating the proceeds to two very worthy
causes — The Air Ambulance and our WBU Juniors.

This year, we are running another Freshers Fair at Cardiff
University with follow up lessons for our new recruits. The juniors
have been a delight to have in our clubs and we would very much
like to extend this to other Universities (and schools) in Wales — if
you are interested in participating, please do get in touch. We are

also starting a new initiative working with Teacher Training

students at Cardiff Met University to introduce minibridge into
schools where student teachers are carrying out their teaching
practice.

We hope that you have enjoyed playing in the Sims this week

and that you enjoy the write up of the hands — we hope to
see you in future events.

The Welsh Bridge Union



Dealer: North
A
1 v 18? Neither Vulnerable
¢ AK9872
& Q104
& K97 o AQJ632
v KQ9 v 543
¢ J543 + Q6 s o v TaTn
% A82 a4 »96 ——t51
v AJ862 s |2 |21
¢ 10 £ T
& KJ753
W - - - 131

Whether east opens a Multi, Weak 24 or passes should
not affect E/W finding their spade fit. West lacks aces
and shape, but some could take an overly rosy view with
their fit and look for game. East is maximum, so the poor
44 could result.

E/W's spade contract can be held to nine tricks on a club
lead or early switch. However, some could lead and
continue diamonds, allowing declarer to ruff high, pull
trumps and dispose of a club loser on the diamond
knave.

Will many bid and make game here, or record ten tricks
in the part-score? Or will the conservative route prove
the winner?

Dealer: East
[
2 v §962 N-S Vulnerable
¢ AJ762
& KJ7
o A87 10
v 952 v AKJ10864
¢ Q5 ¢ 104 & (¢ (v |&|NT
& AQ543 % 986 N 5 2
a QJ543
v Q7 S |- 2 4
¢ K983 E |2 - 13 |- ]2
%102 NS

West has a similar hand to the last exhibit when east
opens 3¥. This time, with the known 10 card fit, they
should raise to game, it being a two-way shot - possibly
making and certainly inconveniencing the opponents.

The raise will surely intimidate most norths into silence
opposite a passed partner, and the N/S spade game go
a-begging. Where west passes 3¥ north can double, and
the spade fit found, even if game not always bid.

The club position beats 4¥ and allows N/S to make 44.
Reverse N/S's club holdings and it would be 44 light and
4¥ making. Indeed, even the doubleton J10 of clubs in
south would be enough for E/W to get home. Unlucky.

Will many manage to get playing in spades N/S and so
get more than the 50 available in defence?

Dealer: South
'y
3 v %22 E-W Vulnerable
+Q83
& K72
a KJ72 aQ4
v AQ4 v 97
* A92 * KJ10654 ry Y
#1103 »Q86 * M NT
a A1095 N “ 12
v 10653 s 11 |- ]2
* hosa S I I e N
* W | - 3 - 1 1

E/W could get to 3NT here, west opening a strong NT
and east inviting, or transferring to diamonds and doing
so when west proves to have a fit. Over an Acol 14 this
is less likely, unless east overbids by responding 2¢.
West surely passes an east 1NT response.

With the heart king wrong even 3¢ can go light should
trumps be misguessed, though south must lead hearts
at trick one, or find the switch should north lead a club,
otherwise an east heart goes on a west spade winner.

Some E/Ws could manage to make nine tricks in no
trumps, but it requires a winning diamond guess and
the defence to fail to attack hearts correctly and in time.

N/S can make 2¥ should they ever get into the auction.

Dealer: West
4 : gg5 Both Vulnerable
¢ AQ82
& AJ95
A KQ1075 A 93
v AQ10 v KJ2
¢ 76 ¢ J10943 ® [o|v | &N
& K107 & Q43
a AJ8B2 Nt
v 9743 s |1
¢ K5 E | - 1] - 2
&% 862 R TS

E/W could be declaring again, probably 1NT, after west
has opened a weak NT or east responded same to 14 .

A north club lead immediately puts the defence on the
back foot, and declarer can manage as many as eight
tricks should he play spades double dummy. At least
seven should be recorded.

A club from south is the winner, or a passive lead from
either side. South switches to clubs when on play in
diamonds, the defence now able to get three clubs,
three diamonds and a spade before declarer can get
seven tricks himself.

It looks like 90 E/W at most tables, but some could be
light or make an overtrick, in this battle for a small plus.




Dealer: North
5 :ﬁ§19083 N-S Vulnerable

*Q
& K1076

a J4 & Q75

vQ v K954

¢ AK876542 ¢+ J9 * | e a | NT

& 84 & J532
A 1062 N3 4
v 87632 S |3 4
4103 E 2
& AQ9 W >

When south responds 1NT to north's 14 west could
jump to 3¢ or 4¢. The latter action will make it mighty
difficult for N/S to get to 4¥ or 44, a 300 penalty more
likely. Over 3¢ north can double, then cue bid 44 over
south's 3v, getting to one of the major suit games.

Declaring hearts at least two trumps must be lost, and
many will go light, but south can succeed by ruffing the
second diamond and playing trumps, his 8/7 good
enough to stop three losers in the suit, and east unable
to force declarer. East can be squeezed in the black
suits or the club 9 finessed for the tenth trick.

Defending spades east must play a third trump when on
lead in hearts to prevent a club being ruffed in south.
However, now either the hearts can be set up with a ruff
or east can be squeezed between clubs and hearts.

Dealer: East
6 : 3643 E-W Vulnerable
¢ 8642
& J652
s AJ 'y
v J9862 v KQ1054
¢ AQ ¢ KJ753 ® o1y | & nNT
& Q743 & A108
a KQ109752 N 2
v A7 S 2
+ 109 E |3 [4]6 |- |1
*K9 wl[3 [a4]5 |- ]1

West has to decide how high to raise partner when
south overcalls east's 1¥ opener with some number of
spades, maybe 44, being a bit good for a weak 3.

The winning answer is theoretically 6¥, but few will bid
that high, though most should advance to 5%, knowing
of only a modest penalty defending spades.

With south on lead clubs cannot be attacked, so
declarer should rack up twelve tricks, dummy's clubs
pitched on diamonds after the trump ace is knocked out.

Where South gets to play in spades E/W can get five
tricks in defence should they play three rounds of
diamonds promoting the spade knave, but with west's
diamond holding that could prove tricky.

Dealer: South
7 : 2(5225 Both Vulnerable
¢ 743
& A74
A A109 A 43
TAI985 e Qe
X3 .
#Q10 »J952 Sl I A B
a QJ82 NT 13
v AJ97 s |1 1|3
*K E 2 - |- |1
& K863
W | - 2 - -T2

Acol opens south 1¥ and north may make a thin Sputnik
double of west's 24 overcall, finding the spade fit. By
contrast, 5 card majors could alight in the wrong major,
north doubling west's 1¢ overcall of south's 1# opener,
and south bidding his cheaper major, hearts.

Declaring spades, the heart pips mean that two
finesses set the suit up, losses held to a trick in each
suit. If need be two diamonds can be ruffed in south.

Declaring hearts, declarer lacks trump control on a
diamond lead and continuation, and should lose three
trumps, including a ruff, being held to seven tricks.

Those who get to play in diamonds E/W should manage
at least eight tricks, the defence needing to lead both
spades and hearts early to stop pitches on clubs.

Dealer: West
8 : &%’31208 Neither Vulnerable
*2
% J972
A AQ105 A K84
v 753 v9
+ AQ1095 ¢ 876 s (o lv T nT
10 & AKQ843
a J9 N
v AJ642 s
¢ KJ43 s e - T4 12
*065 W |5 6 | - 4 |2

Most should get to 5¢ here, west too weak to reverse
into spades and so rebidding his diamond suit after
east's 2# response. East might probe with 24 now, and
find himself playing 4. Others may simply jump raise in
diamonds, getting to game.

5¢ is a little awkward when dummy is forced to ruff a
heart at trick 2. However, declarer can finesse the trump
knave and actually manage an eventual trump coup for
twelve tricks if he is careful with his entries.

44 could well score better. It takes a club lead to disrupt
entries, and hold it to ten tricks. Declarer either gets cut
off from his clubs, or sustains a diamond ruff.

I hope nobody goes minus by bidding no trumps without
a heart stop.




Dealer: North
A
9 v gg; 052 E-W Vulnerable
+ QJ6
& AQ
» 986 A J74
v A63 v K1052
¢ A10932 + K75 & (¢ |v | & |NT
& J5 A A3 & 962 N EERE
v J94 s |3 [1]2 [3]3
¢ 84 E
& K108743 W

There could be a few red defensive faces on this one
when the defence lead a red suit against 3NT by N/S
and clear their suit rather than taking their other two top
tricks. Now declarer claims the rest when the black suits
divide.

The defence is maybe easier with the six card club suit
on view where north has opened a strong NT. Where
north opens an Acol 14 south declares, his hand is
hidden and the defence less obvious.

| suspect 400 N/S will be a poor score N/S, many letting
through 460.

Dealer: East
1 0 :ﬁ%?ggz Both Vulnerable
*3
& K82
aJ3 A 852
v 7643 vJ
4 AQ9842 ¢ J75 & |6 v | & ]|NT
& A % QJ10943
a K1074 N M I
v Q85 S 5 [5[4
¢ K106 E |1 |2]-
& 765
w1 [2

North is safe doubling west's 1+, rather than overcalling
1%, since south will bid his lower major where he has
equal length. Were north's majors 5:4, holding 5 spades,
the wrong fit could eventuate, so a 14 overcall is better.

Here the 4:4 spade fit found after the double is much
superior. A diamond can be ruffed in north, and only the
two minor suit aces lost. By contrast, playing in hearts,
there are only ten tricks, with two club losers.

In practice, east may not lead a diamond, preferring a
club. Now trumps can be drawn, and three spades

followed by a diamond to the 10 end-plays west to set
up the diamond king. South must keep a spade entry.

So either major could score 650, though many in hearts
won't.

Dealer: South
1 1 :JA?(SS Neither Vulnerable

¢ A754
& KQJ

A K106 A Q92

v Q965 v J104

¢ 1063 ¢ QJ982 * o]V |&]NT

& 854 & A7 WERE)
A A874 N
v 732 s |4 [-11 372
*K E - 1. |- 1-
% 109632 W T

This looks like 3NT by north after he has opened 14 and
rebid 2NT over south's 14. East has an awkward lead
after north has opened the suit of his normal lead. A
heart lets declarer home, he able to knock out the club
ace and untangle his winners.

A diamond or spade lead attacks south's entries, in the
latter case the defence continuing the suit or playing a
diamond. East must win the first club and remove
dummy's other entry. Declarer only makes two tricks in
each suit, being held to eight.

A duck of the club ace lets declarer later discard his
blocking third club honour on the fourth spade and
survive.

Will many get defeated in this one by inspired defence?

Dealer: West
1 2 :'3‘5()4‘]374 N-S Vulnerable
¢ K109
&7
A K3 A 1096
v AKJ107 v2
¢ AQ76 ¢ J85432 & o]y | & [NT
& Js & Ab4 N 2 1
a 852
v Q86 S |2 |- |- |1
¢ E |- 41 [- 11
% KQ109632 W S

At adverse vulnerability N/S may not bid, west ending up
in his 1¥. This is held Double Dummy, south ruffing a
diamond lead, switching to spades, and north forcing
west to ruff a third round. North has two spade winners
after trumps are drawn and the diamond king forced out.

If north leads his singleton club, declarer can pick up
trumps, play diamonds from the top, and collect an
improbable 200.

Where north overcalls a thin 14, south maybe raising,
and/or south bids some number of clubs, west can
double, E/W declaring a diamond spot. This plays
nicely, north unable to play a second club to south, or
play spades himself. As many as eleven tricks are
possible if the heart knave is finessed, though ten are
more probable.




Dealer: North
1 3 : &qgg Both Vulnerable
¢ 965
& AKQJ
o AJ52 aQ
v 93 v AQJ7642
¢ AK8 * Q73 & (o |v | & |NT
% 10975 & 83 T
A K9863 N
vS8 S 1
¢ J1042 E |2 [1]5 [-1]3
642 wl2 [1]5 [-]3

East presumably overcalls north's weak NT or 14
opener with hearts, or shows a one suiter. West has an
opener himself and should drive to game, after either
starting with a forcing 24, 2NT or cue of 2#, as
appropriate.

West may well try and play in 3NT, but east will surely
insist on hearts, 3NT suffering from four fast club losers,
whereas the heart game easily makes eleven tricks with
the trump finesse winning.

Will everyone get to the top spot, or will some pass
west's 3NT and lose out?

Dealer: East
1 4 : %4120 Neither Vulnerable
¢ A109843
& 82
& 9763 o AKJ
v J3 v A9862
¢ 62 ¢ KJ75 & [o|v |[&|NT
& J9754 & Q R
a Q105 N
v K754 S |1 |2
*Q E |- |- |1 |11
& AK1063
w | - - l- ]

At love all south could well overcall east's 1¥ with 2,
passed to east, who has a clear takeout double. West
has no good bid, a penalty pass maybe least bad,
though 2v is perhaps safer.

E/W can take three trumps and three major suit tops,
setting 2#. North does better to rescue to 2¢, which east
could well double. This time the defence cannot prevail,
north's pips just good enough to hold losers to two
trumps and the three top losers.

Where E/W end up declaring they will struggle to go
plus, almost certainly light somewhere, though someone
might succeed in getting home in 2%.

Dealer: South
1 5 : &2%% N-S Vulnerable
¢ KQ1085
& 52
A K5 A J92
v Q7 v A9542
¢ AJ63 *4 & |6 |v | & |NT
& KQ973 & AJ108 N
& AQ763
v J83 S 1
4972 E |5 13 - 12
*64 wls [-]3[|-]2

E/W could end up in 3NT here, beaten when spades are
led and continued, and struggling for a ninth trick
anyway. 5« is a better spot, and certainly the winner
today.

East responds 1¥ to west's 1# and west could make a
thin reverse into diamonds. It is helpful if methods allow
east to distinguish between grudging preference and a
decent hand with support. Some play Blackout, where
3% here shows respectable values and support, and is
forcing for one round, whereas 2NT shows a minimum
or sub-minimum responder, and forces a passable 3&.

Using this E/W could alight in the top spot, makable by
setting up hearts or ruffing losers in east on a non-trump
lead, or indeed a combination of these.

16 aJ4 Dealer: West
v A1065 E-W Vulnerable
¢ 942
& KJ96
& Q95 A 63
v Q92 v J87
+ KQ106 ¢ A853 s (o ]v (& nT
& AQ4 & 7532 T —5 T
a AK10872
v K43 s |1 |-1]2 [3]1
¢ J7 - T
% 108 T -

East will pass west's strong NT but could raise a 1¢
opener, pre-emptively to 3¢ in some methods, making it
awkward for south, who otherwise bids spades cheaply,
likely playing part-score in his suit.

Where E/W do get playing in diamonds they can be held
to seven tricks, a painful 200 resulting, unless the
defence lead clubs from the wrong side. However, they
are in with a chance of a plus by pushing south to 34 - if
they can beat it.

Defending spades west can cash early diamonds then
switch to a heart, continuing the suit if declarer tries a
club to the ace next. Should declarer fail to take a club
finesse of the knave, or ruff down the queen, he goes
light.




Dealer: North
A
17 vﬁj?gs Neither Vulnerable
¢ 853
Q9
o K72 » 10843
v 52 v 9764
¢ A72 ¢ & [ |v | & |NT
* AJ543 A Q5 & K10872 " EERERE
v AQ3 S 512 |11
¢ KQJ10964 E 12 -
&6
w2

Most of the time south will open with 1+, likely
overcalled 2# by west, north doubling to show his
majors. East surely raises clubs, conceivably to the 5
level. Now N/S should bid the diamond game, though
there is 500 available if they get a chance to double 5.

North could open occasionally playing 5 card majors,
either minor possible. A 1& opener might see the
partnership alighting in 3NT, beaten should the defence
lead or switch to clubs after winning the diamond ace.
14 gives south a very awkward bid, and the silly 3NT, or
a failing 4¥ could result when south has to invent a suit.
Inverted Minors make this less likely.

So we have another game in a minor, a rarity at Pairs.
However, unlike #15, a minus will surely result if 3NT is
selected instead.

18 a3 Dealer: East
v AJ10642 N-S Vulnerable
¢ J64
& A94
» KQ964 a10
v Q3 v K85
*Q2 + AK109753 s o v Talw
& QJ76 & 52
a AJB752 N |1 2 |1
v 97 s |1 |-1]2 |1
*8 c 15
% K1083 AT

East is a bit good for 3¢ as opener at favourable
vulnerability, 1¢ more apt. South could intervene with
1/24 despite the vulnerability, west licking his lips as he
passes. However, east won't double, instead rebidding
his diamonds, and a frustrated west doubtless has a
shot at 3NT. This can be beaten on a club lead and
heart switch, but few will find that.

Where south passes east's opener N/S could still risk
trouble, north bidding 2¥ over west's 14. Again, they are
unlikely to be punished, east rebidding 3¢. East may
now declare 3NT after west cue bids 3¥ and east has a
stop. Eight tricks are the limit on a south heart lead.

So flirting with a penalty could prove profitable, north
pin-pointing the lead.

Dealer: South
1 9 : \}J(g 0762 E-W Vulnerable
¢ 1084
& 974
A AJ84 A Q9
v K984 v Q1072
¢ K3 * Q97 * oy | &N
& J65 & KQ32
A 53 N !
v A65 S |- 1
+ AJ652 E 2 [-1]3 |1
* A108 Wiz T- 13 11

The weak NT could be either a winner or a loser here,
south's opener making it awkward for west to bid, and
north transferring to spades. East could protect with a
double when north passes the transfer completion, but
that is brave in the extreme. South's 24 could well go
three light, though declarer can manage six tricks if he
guesses diamonds correctly, losing only 100.

E/W easily find their heart fit over south's alternative 1¢,
west doubling and east bidding the suit. Here, the play
hinges around the trump suit, declaring making either
eight or nine tricks depending on his play for the knave.

It looks like the E/W top will be those getting 150
from spades declared by the opponents, just pipping
those getting 140 in hearts.

Dealer: West
20 :,13% Both Vulnerable
¢ 98543
% 1093
A AKQ432 A J87
v 954 ¥ QJ1032
¢ K10 *2 * [o]v [a]nNT
& 84 & QJ52 5
s 96 N
v K8 s |2
¢ AQJ76 E 2 |11
& AK76 W —5 T

A competitive battle between E/W's spades and N/S's
diamonds looms, this time the diamond bidders winning,
unless they overstretch to the 5 level, where they go
light, the trump finesse failing.

Indeed, this time the boss suit could badly lose out,
certainly at the 4 level, though even at the 3 level they
can lose 200 should the defence find their heart ruff,
plus cash all their winners.

Note that the Law of Total Tricks is wrong here - there
should be nineteen, the sum of E/W's spade and N/S's
diamond fit. In fact there are only seventeen in E/W's
and N/S's best fit. You should be safely able to bid to
the level of your fit - the 3 level in E/W's case. Today,
you can't.




Dealer: North
A
21 v 56;2354 N-S Vulnerable
+ Q108
& A
s J32 & AQS
v 743 v AK106
¢ 942 * KJ7 * (o v & nT
% 8542 A 76 & 763 . —
vQJ s |1 |1 1
¢ A653 e
& KQJ109 =

South likely passes an east strong NT, which will
surely go at least one down on the obvious club lead.

Acol opens east 1v, and south could overcall 2& with his
decent suit. This could end it, or east double for takeout
in the pass-out seat. Stuck as in #14, west could pass
for penalties or try 2¥. North might have a shot at 24.

2% is beaten on a spade lead, but can get home Double
Dummy otherwise, east getting end-played to set up two
extra tricks for declarer. East's 2v is at least one down.

24 by north requires an early switch to the diamond king
by east, attacking the entry to declarer's blocked club
suit, but will surely succeed at many tables. Another
interesting low-level battle for a plus score.

Dealer: East
'
22 v i?éSZZ E-W Vulnerable
¢ 83
% 10863
#» 986 & K103
v J105 v K864
¢ K1097 ¢ AJ42 * o]y | &]|NT
& 974 o AQA & K5 N3 SENE
v 973 S 3 2 1
¢ Q65 E 1
% AQJ2 Wl 1

East's weak NT might get doubled by south and, with no
clear escape, west is best to pass. A club lead cedes
five tricks, including diamond ones, finessing south's
queen. Declarer can now scrape home by playing a
high heart from dummy next, the defence forced to
eventually present the seventh trick in either spades or
hearts. Any other opening lead should lead to at least a
one trick defeat, an improbable top spade best.

South overcalls an east 14 opener with 1NT, and likely
plays there. After four diamonds the defence have to
help declarer, who should emerge with seven tricks.

This hand epitomises the dangers of the weak 1NT
when vulnerable. Where east declares he can lose 200
if doubled, 100 otherwise, but only 90 when defending
the same contract.

23 a9 Dealer: South
v Both Vulnerable
¢ AKQ752
& A109854
A J8 A AKQ106532
v AK10542 vQ
¢ 984 +J10 ® o]V | &]NT
& J3 & K7
aT74 N
v J98763 S |5 |5
463 E - - 1 3
+ Q62 7Y I

In this wild hand west may try a Multi or Weak Two,
north doubling or overcalling with diamonds. Sometimes
north will get opening 1¢. East punts 44 either way.

If he initially bid diamonds north will try 5& when it
comes round. Where he doubled he bids 5¢ (or better,
4NT showing two places to play), giving E/W a decision.

The winning action is to advance, since N/S are cold for
600 in either minor suit game. 54x can go for 500, south
leading a heart for north to ruff. On a diamond start most
will only get 200, though a brave north could under-lead
the club ace, hoping south will get the message.

This high risk gamble can get 800, south winning the
queen and north getting a ruff - but results in minus 750
where declarer rises with the king.

Dealer: West
24 : t|<(é)3§)75 Neither Vulnerable
¢ QJ1082
%3
A6 A AQJ7
v A962 v J4
*73 ¢ K96 s (o v & n7
& Q109764 & AK82
o 109432 N - 1
v KQ3 S |- - - 1
¢ A54 SR EEEEE
* J5 YR W e B

East is likely to be in 3NT whether he opens 1 or an
Acol 14, though some might elect for S&.

South's heart king lead puts either spot on the line. With
north holding the heart 10/8 and south the diamond ace,
the only winning line in 3NT is to take a spade finesse. It
is best not to run all the clubs first, as declarer might still
survive if the finesse loses, north either having the
diamond ace or south being end-played.

In 5& there are two ways to take the spade finesse, and
some might take the losing ruffing variety. It is always
annoying having a two-way finesse, because you know
there is definitely a way to make, and no guarantee you
will find it.




Dealer: North
25 :f\%w E-W Vulnerable
¢ J73
& 7652
& 53 a QJ10642
v 106543 v2
¢ K652 * AQ & (¢ |y | & |NT
% 94 & AQJ3
a A97 N 1 2 1
v K97 s |1 |2]2 1
¢ 10984 E |- 2
& K108
w | - - - ]2

East either opens 14 or overcalls north's thin 1& with the
suit, south passing an east opener, but doubling or
bidding 1NT where north has opened. Even where north
has originally passed he can protect with a double when
14 comes round. So we could see 2¥ by north, or south
attempting 1NT.

On a spade lead the defence have the tempo to hold
1NT to seven tricks. 2¥ looks worse with the trumps
splitting poorly. However, declarer can make his spades
and club king, then play clubs, eventually cross-ruffing
the black suits for eight tricks.

In practice east may bid again, and this is best for his
side, 24 unbeatable. N/S can cut their losses by
advancing to the 3 level, but few will.

Dealer: East
'y
26 08}3%972 Both Vulnerable
*J
& A42
o K1073 & A864
v QJ65 v3
¢ 64 + K109752 s oy Talnr
& Q65 uJ5 & KJ 5 . :
v 84 s |3 [-13 [- ]2
¢ AQ83 £ T
% 109873
W | - 1| - 2

Again we have a potentially competitive offering, E/W
getting to their spade fit when east rebids the suit after
west has responded 1¥ to his initial 1¢, rather stymieing
north who about to bid hearts.

East's 24 can be beaten on heart lead, north switching
to a diamond. South needs to continue hearts rather
than deliver a diamond ruff, forcing east to ruff. N/S are
over-ruffing in both red suits before east has his side
suit established, and playing top trumps doesn't help.

N/S might somehow manage to get declaring 3% or 3v.
The former can be made double dummy by ducking a
trump, cashing the trump ace, finessing diamonds,
getting a diamond ruff in dummy and guessing how to
play spades. 3¥ needs trumps to be guessed well and
the diamond finesse taken. Looks like anyone's hand.

Dealer: South
27 :JA18%92 Neither Vulnerable
75
& A953
A A843 A K75
v 1064 v 95
¢ 62 ¢ KJ943 ® oy |&NT
& J764 s & KQ8 ) TR
7'
v KQJ73 S |2 |24 |2
+ AQ108 E - - T
& 102
w

With north having 3 card support for his partner's first

bid suit, and a maximum, one would hope that most of
the field would be in 4¥ after south opens the suit and
rebids diamonds.

Acol responds 14 rather than raising to 2% with the
north cards, and east just might intervene with 2¢
himself, a contract that can go for 500 on a spade lead.

In 4¥ declarer must play spades before pulling trumps,
or he is cut off from his winners, losing two diamonds as
well as the top spades. The defence switch to clubs,
killing north's entry. Where trumps are not touched the
defence can get no more than three black suit winners.

Will everyone play and defend this one correctly?

Dealer: West
'y
28 v ﬁ18542 N-S Vulnerable
¢ QJ4
& AJ6
A KJ54 A Q87632
v 9873 v KQ6
¢ 953 ¢ 87 s o v ol
& 105 O & 32 1 -
vJ S |7 714 |- |7
¢ AK1062 E
% KQ9874 v

| hope everyone has methods to cope with south's hand
over a strong NT by north. Best is to transfer to clubs, if
played. When north completes with Hxx south is away to
the races, and should get to the club slam, though few
will risk the Grand, only there because north has a
perfect fit, filling diamonds and aceing the other losers.

Where 1v is opened east could well bid spades, making
it even more awkward. Those that do not play suits
natural and forcing must double and hope north doesn't
pass. Even then getting the strength over will not be
easy.

So we finish with a Grand Slam, cold in top tricks in
three denominations. Hopefully, the field bid it well and
did likewise on the other exhibits.

Ave HCP N 10.07 | S$9.93 E 10.07

W 9.93 Balanced | N15 | S8 E 11 W 16

Voids/singletons N _1/11 S _1/10 E 2/12

W 0/4 7+ suit NO S3 E4 W 1
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